
 

Hello Wildwood.  As we look to the month of August I thought it would be a good time to delve 
into a portion of the Bible that we may not have touched very often if at all: the minor 
prophets.  Here is how one author has described the experience of encountering the prophetic 
work of the Bible.  

Imagine standing in your backyard, leaning on a shovel, and pondering how to dig up 
your weed-infested garden plot. And imagine that your neighbor, a gruff and blunt man, 
sees your plight and walks over with a huge, gas-powered rototiller. He smiles, grunts a 
quick hello, fires up the machine, and starts plowing. Within a few minutes he has all the 
old plants uprooted, weeds minced, twigs snapped, and dirt upended. He turns your 
garden inside out and upside down. But your garden is also ready for planting. He grunts 
goodbye and pushes the machine home.  

That’s an apt image for an often under-appreciated section of the Bible called the Minor 
Prophets. They dig up the soil of our culture, our institutions, and our worship life. They 
displace, disrupt, unsettle, but there’s always a deeper goal: to prepare us to receive and 
obey the Word of God. They are the rototillers of our soul.         Rev. Matt Woodley 

If you’ve never read this part of the Bible, or if it’s been a long time since you grabbed a 
cup of coffee and sat with Amos or Habakkuk, or Malachi, it’s a good time to start. 
Although these books were written over 2,500 years ago, you’ll quickly see that the 
issues they address—political corruption, spiritual leadership, integrity and ethics, 
mistreatment of the poor and vulnerable, war and violence, attraction to false gods and 
cheap “happiness”—are as relevant to our world as to theirs. Listening to their ancient 
message and applying it to our lives today will turn our world upside down and inside 
out.  
 

MAJORING in the MINORS - Prophets that is! 
A 6 week series in the books of Amos, Micah, Habakkuk & Malachi. 
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