
Step Up for Mission 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

What does it mean to be a steward?  The word steward comes from the Greek word oikonomia, which 

means “manager” or “caretaker of the household.”  We are called to care for God’s household.  A 

biblical steward understands that all belongs to God; there is no transfer of ownership.  When we 

recognize that the entirety of life is a gift from God, we are less likely to hold on so tightly, as gifts are 

intended to be shared.  

 

Why are we combining the annual Stewardship Campaign (covers operating expenses and salaries) 

and the three-year Building Campaign (covers the mortgage) into one annual campaign?  With 

approval from Session, we are combining the two campaigns for various reasons.  First, after three 

consecutive three year campaigns to pay the mortgage, instead of starting a fourth three-year campaign 

for the identical purpose, this interim time seemed to be a good time to try to combine the two 

campaigns into one. Second, having one campaign creates less confusion relating to multiple pledge 

cards and two different campaign timeframes. Third, we did not want to risk locking a new pastor for 

three years into a campaign type or theme that the new pastor may not feel would work best. 

Furthermore, we are not combining the funds or bank accounts; they will remain separate for accounting 

purposes. 

 

How is my remaining 2016 pledge to the Pay It Forward (PIF) campaign affected by this change?  
Since there is an overlap in the current campaign structures, this one year, we will be “shifting” those 

four months from one campaign to another.  The four pledge months in 2016 affected by this change are 

January through April.  You will need to remember to include those four months in your pledge for Step 

Up for Mission.   

 

How will I know the remaining part of my PIF pledge amount?  You should have received your third 

quarter Giving Statement.  That statement will show the remaining pledged amount for the PIF 

campaign.  If you have not yet received your statement or have questions about the statement, please 

contact interim financial secretary, Lee Piekarz, by calling the church office or emailing 

wpcfinance@att.net. 

 

What are the pledge goals for 2016?  Our goal is a combined $520,000 pledge amount for  

2016: a $280,000 goal for Operating and a $240,000 goal for Building. 

 

What do I need to do for the remainder of 2015?  Continue to give to meet your remaining 2015 

stewardship pledge.  Continue to give to meet your remaining 2015 PIF pledge. These remaining 

amounts are stated on your third quarter Giving Statement.   

 

What do I need to do for 2016? Prayerfully consider how you will use God’s gifts of time, talent and 

treasure in 2016.  Gifts of all sizes are welcome, but challenge yourself to step-up your giving.  

Complete the pledge card and return it on Dedication Sunday – November 29, 2015.  If you will not be 

in church that day, you can mail your pledge card to the church or drop it off in the church office.  

Pledge cards are accepted at any time during the year. 
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I have never pledged before.  Why does WPC want me to pledge?  Can I give without pledging?  The 

Session uses the pledge card amounts for budget and mortgage planning purposes.  While you can give 

without pledging, we encourage everyone to complete a pledge card to help WPC leaders plan for the 

upcoming year.  Only the financial secretary knows what you pledge. 

 

What if I want or need to change my pledge?  Circumstances may change – you may change your 

pledge at any time by contacting interim financial secretary Lee Piekarz at wpcfinance@att.net.  

 

What do I do if I lose my pledge card?  You may stop in the church office, print one off the church 

website, or take a pledge card from the pews. 

 

How can I give my gift?  

1) Regular offering during worship. 

2) Mail your gift directly to the church 

3) Bring your gift to the church office during office hours 

4) Electronic giving:  

a. Set up an online bill pay with your bank or credit union.  Email the financial secretary on 

how you want your gift split and/or put a note in the memo line if that is an option with your 

financial institution. 

b. Set up an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from your bank to the church’s bank on a monthly 

basis through Hubbard Press (affiliated with the Presbyterian Church USA).  You must 

complete the form (located on the Electronic Giving tab on the church’s website, 

wildwoodpc.net. or by hard copy via the church office) and bring it to the church office for 

processing. 

5) Wills, Trusts, Gifts of stock, etc. – make sure you consult with your financial advisor or tax 

consultant first.  Then contact the financial secretary about these arrangements. 

 

Reminder: If you do not let us know how you would like your gift applied, we will apply 2/3 of it to the 

operating fund and 1/3 of it to the building fund. 
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